Prognostic significance of the number of metastatic lymph nodes in early gastric cancer.
The prognostic value of the number of metastatic lymph nodes in early gastric cancer has not been evaluated much, although the significance of metastatic lymph nodes is defined by the location of positive nodes, according to the JRSGC for gastric cancer. The postoperative courses of 305 early gastric cancer patients who had undergone D2-extended lymphadenectomy were followed up for a median of 108 months to evaluate the significance of the number of metastatic lymph nodes on recurrence of the disease. Recurrence of gastric cancer was more frequently observed in submucosal cancer than in mucosal cancer. All patients but one who revealed recurrence had nodal metastasis at the time of surgery. In cases with 1-3 metastatic lymph nodes, no patient had revealed any sign of recurrence; however, in cases with 4 or more metastatic lymph nodes, 6 of 7 patients died of recurrent disease. There were 3 cases of bone metastases, 2 of peritoneal dissemination, and 1 each of both recurrent diseases. These data suggest that in n-positive cases, in which there are 4 or more metastatic lymph nodes, there is a high probability of recurrence of early gastric cancer, and especially of hematogenic metastasis.